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Aloha Producers,

Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) programs. I'd like to strongly encourage all FSA customers to establish on-
line Level 2 access accounts with USDA to facilitate easier application submissions and verification
of information and program requirements. The time producers take now to establish access to our
on-line systems will save everyone time and eliminate confusion when applying for current farm
programs and future ones that may be implemented and integrated for customer direct access.
Through USDA'’s new streamlined process, producers can now register, track and manage their
applications for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) on the secure and convenient
www.farmers.gov. Hawaii and Pacific Basin producers are not authorized for WHIP 2017, but
signing up now for on-line access will help streamline applications for new programs that Hawaii
and Pacific Basin producers might qualify to receive in the future — sign up now to save time later
and get paid quicker. Enrolling is easy! To sign up for eAuthentication Level 2 access producers
need to:

o0 Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov, select “Request Level 2 Access” or
“Changing from Level 1 Access to Level 2 Access”.



https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/214c26b
http://www.farmers.gov/
http://www.eauth.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

0 Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity verification
method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA Service Center.

o Step 3: You're enrolled

AL Frenzel, State Executive Director
USDA Farm Service Agency Hawaii & Pacific Basin

Hawaii & Pacific
Basin FSA State
Office

PJKK Federal Building
P.O. Box 50065

300 Ala Moana Blvd, Rm 5-
108

Honolulu, HI 96850

Phone: 808-541-2600 x 2
FAX: 855-356-9493

State Executive Director:
AL Frenzel

Acting Chief Program
Specialist:
Kristen Kiriu

Chief, Farm Loan Program:
Theresa Correa

Upcoming County Committee
Meetings:

Hawaii County Committee
January 19, 2019 at 8:30 am

Honolulu County Committee
October 19, 2018 at 3:30 pm

Guam County Committee
December 12, 2018 at 9:00
am

CNMI County Committee
December 12, 2018 at 11:00
am

Kauai County Committee
November 21, 2018 at 9:00
am

Maui County Committee
October 18, 2018 at 8:30 am

Contact the County Office to
confirm meeting date and
time, as budget constraints
may limit the County
Committee's ability to meet
each month.

Organic Certification Cost Share Program

The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides
cost share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural
products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the
National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive
up to 75 percent of their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017,
through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per certification scope.
The application deadline for the 2018 program year is Oct. 31,
2018.

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related
to equivalency agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per
diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional
certification fees, late fees and inspections necessary to address
National Organic Program regulatory violations.

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA
county offices.

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms
site, by selecting "Browse forms" and entering "OCCSP" in the "title
or keywords" field on the search page.

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local FSA office by visiting
http://offices.usda.gov.

Hawaii and Maui County Producers May
be Eligible for Emergency Conservation
Program Assistance

Farms and ranches suffering severe damage may be eligible for
assistance under the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)
administered by the Hawaii and Maui County Farm Service Agency
(FSA).

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new
conservation problems that, if untreated, would:

- be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be
needed to return the land to productive agricultural use

- is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the
same area


https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/welcomeAction.do?Home=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/welcomeAction.do?Home=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/organic?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Click here for a list of County - affect the productive capacity of the farmlaind
Offices, contact numbers and - impair or endanger the land
addresses.

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share
levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible cost of restoration
measures. No producer is eligible for more than $200,000 cost
sharing per natural disaster occurrence. The following types of
measures may be eligible:

Website for Hawaii and
Pacific Basin FSA:

www.fsa.usda.gov/hi

removing debris from farmland

- grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland
restoring permanent fences

restoring conservation structures and other similar installations

Producers who have suffered a loss from a natural disaster may
contact the local FSA County Office and request assistance from
September 21, 2018 to October 23, 2018.

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all
of the following are met:

- an application for cost-share assistance has been filed

- the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has
conducted an onsite inspection of the damaged area

- the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), has made a
needs determination, which may include cubic yards of
earthmoving, etc., required for rehabilitation

For more information about ECP, please contact your local county
FSA office.

RTCP Deadline Reminder

Producers are reminded that November 2, 2018 is the last day to submit receipts for the
Reimbursement of Transportation Cost Payment Program.

USDA Market Facilitation Program

USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commaodities can now sign up
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide payments to corn, cotton, dairy,
hog, sorghum, soybean, wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry producers. An
announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions provided
at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of eligible commodities who have
been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued
once production is reported.



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/State-Offices/Hawaii/Resources/pdfs/hi_cof_staff.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/State-Offices/Hawaii/Resources/pdfs/hi_cof_staff.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/State-Offices/Hawaii/Resources/pdfs/hi_cof_staff.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/hi?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTA0Ljk0NDE3NjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwNC45NDQxNzY0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDA0MDA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuYmFibGVAdHgudXNkYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&103&&&http://www.farmers.gov/mfp

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP
rate for a specific commaodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
USDA.

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP_Fact Sheet.

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows:

- A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities
- A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs
- A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and almonds

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of
less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land
and Wetland Conservation regulations.

Expanded Hog Timeline

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not
accurately represent the number of head of live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any
date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects their actual operation.

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be completed at a
local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2018/Market_Facilitation_Program_Fact_Sheet_September_2018C.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/mfp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/microloans/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk
Protection Coverage

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning,
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialinformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of expected production.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

Hawaii County Eligible for Emergency Loans Following
Presidential Disaster Declaration

Hawaii County was declared a primary disaster due to Kilauea Volcanic Eruption and
Earthquakes. Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary or contiguous
county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought,
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or
visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable:


https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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December 16, 2018 - Grazed Forage - 15 days before the onset of grazing
January 2 - Honey
March 15 - Coffee

March 31 - All other non-insurable crops covered by Non-Insured Disaster Assistance Program not
listed in this table. Acreage reporting date is by March 31 of the subsequent crop year.

May 31 - Nursery for the ensuing crop year
July 15 - Banana, Papaya, Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
September 30 - Aquaculture, Floriculture, Ginseng, Mushrooms, Turfgrass Sod for the ensuing year

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

- If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

- If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

- If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” *
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

green manure,” “left

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local County
FSA office.

October 2018 Interest Rates

Farm Operating Loans 3.75%

Farm Operating Microloans 3.75%

Farm Ownership Loans 4.125%

Farm Ownership Microloans 4.125%

Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down Payment for Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50%
Emergency Loans 3.750%

FSA Hawaii & Pacific Basin State Committee

Teena Marie Rasmussen, Chairperson
Wilson Kenzo Koike

Glenn Martinez

Boyd J. Ready

Simon Russell

Sign Up Today for Text Alerts from FSA

Subscribers Can Receive Important Program Reminders and Updates



USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) farmers and ranchers now can receive notifications from their
county office through text messages on their cell phone.

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text

messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and
updates.

Producers can text the short codes below to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message
alerts from their respective counties. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless
carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any
time.

Hawaii County : HPBHawaii
Honolulu County: HPBHonolulu
Kauai County: HPBKauai

Maui County: HPBMaui

Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or
the text message option.

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) farmers and ranchers now can receive notifications from their
county office through text messages on their cell phone.

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text

messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and
updates.

Producers can text the short codes below to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message
alerts from their respective counties. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless
carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any
time.

Hawaii County : HPBHawaii
Honolulu County: HPBHonolulu
Kauai County: HPBKauai

Maui County: HPBMaui

Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or
the text message option.

Hawaii County Mailing Address Update

Please send correspondence to the following address:

Hawaii County FSA
P O Box 845
Hilo, HI 96721

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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